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the geometrical quadrature of the circle is impossible. Few mathematicians read this very abstruse speculation, and opinion is somewhat divided. The regular circle-squarers attempt the arithmetical quadrature, which has long been proved to be impossible. Very few attempt the geometrical quadrature. One of the last is Malacarne, an Italian, who published his Solution Geometrique, at Paris, in 1825. His method would make the circumference less than three times the diameter.
BEAULIEU'S QUADRATURE.
La Geometric Franchise, ou la Pratique aisee... .La quadracture du cercle. Par le Sieur de Beaulieu, Ingenieur, Geographe du Roi... .Paris, 1676, Svo. [not Pontault de Beaulieu, the celebrated topographer; he died in 1674]-1
If this book had been a fair specimen, I might have pointed to it in connection with contemporary English works, and made a scornful comparison. But it is not a fair specimen. Beaulieu was attached to the Royal Household, and throughout the century it may be suspected that the household forced a royal road to geometry. Fifty years before, Beaugrand, the king's secretary, made a fool of himself, and [so?] contrived to pass for a geometer. He had interest enough to get Desargues, the most powerful geometer of his time,2 the teacher and friend of Pascal, prohibited from
was a product of his youth. He had already (1663) published his Optica prpmota, and it is not remarkable that his brilliancy brought him a wide circle of friends on the continent and the offer of a pension from Louis XIV. He became professor of mathematics at St. Andrews and later at Edinburgh, and invented the first successful reflecting telescope. The distinctive feature of his Vera quadrature, is his use of an infinite converging series, a plan that Archimedes used with the parabola.
1 Jean de Beaulieu wrote several works on mathematics, including" La lumiere de I'arithmetique (n. d.), La lumi&re des mathematiques (1673), Nouvelle invention d'arithmetique (1677), and some mathematical tables.
2 A just estimate.   There were several works published by Gerard Desargues   (1593-1661),  of which the  greatest was the Brouillon Proiect (Paris, 1639).   There is an excellent edition of the (Euvres de Desargues by M. Poudra, Paris, 1864.